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From: Enrique Manzanilla
To: Angeles Herrera; Kathleen Goforth; Jeanne Geselbracht; Carter Jessop
Subject: Fw: Thank you
Date: 12/24/2012 08:49 AM
Attachments: EPA letter.pdf


  From: Stewart Sherry [sstewart104@yahoo.com]
  Sent: 12/23/2012 06:40 PM PST
  To: Enrique Manzanilla
  Subject: Thank you


Dear Mr. Enrique Manzanilla,
Thank you for taking the time to respond to my concern regarding the Canyon Mine
 project in the Grand Canyon.


I in no way want to hamper the efforts of the USPEA or the Obama administration in
 its efforts in keeping the environment and people safe, but if it would be helpful in
 these efforts I would gladly launch a regional/national petition effort to stop the ill
 advised an hazardous practice of Uranium mining in the Canyon Mine project. 


The issues with the U.S Forest Service allow Denison Mines Corp. to begin
 excavating the “Canyon Mine”
1) The U.S. Forest Service didn't update the 26-year-old environmental impact
 statement for the uranium mine, located due south of Grand Canyon National Park
 on the Kaibab National Forest. The Service claims no new public review or analysis
 is needed because there is no new information or circumstances relevant to its
 original analysis.


2) The Canyon Mine is located in the 1 million-acre watershed where new uranium
 mining was banned by the Obama administration. 


3) Uranium mining at the Canyon Mine threatens to contaminate and deplete shallow
 and deep aquifers that feed Grand Canyon’s springs. State and federal agencies do
 not require deep aquifer monitoring to detect contamination plumes, they do not
 require remediation plans or bonding for correcting aquifer contamination if it does
 occur, and they cannot guarantee such damage won’t occur.


4) The review team did not include experts from the U.S. Geological Survey, U.S.
 Fish and Wildlife Service and National Park Service.”


5) Studies provided data to show that the Navajo mine workers and numerous
 families on the reservation have suffered high rates of disease from environmental
 contamination, but for decades, industry and the government failed to regulate or
 improve conditions, or inform workers of the dangers. As high rates of illness began
 to occur, workers were often unsuccessful in court cases seeking compensation, and
 the states at first did not officially recognize radon illness.
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LYJ
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY



REGION IX
75 Hawthorne Street



San Francisco. CA 94105-3901



Dtc 1 7 2012



Ms. Sherry Stewart
578 Frost Road E
Edgewood, New Mexico 87015



Ms. Stewart,



The United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 Office has received your



November 17,2}lzletter addressed to Vice President Joe Biden regarding Denison Mines



Corporation's plans to resume operation of the Canyon Mine project. We appreciate the



concern you expressed for the well being of the local environment and the Havuspai tribe and



thank you for your letter. In the coming weeks, the USEPA will contact the United States



Forest Service at Kaibab National Forest and the tribal groups in the project area to look



into the issues you have raised. We will also coordinate with those individuals within our



agency with experience and expertise pertaining to the project, uranium mining, and the



tribes involved.



We anticipate sharing any information we can gather regarding the issues you have



identified via additio;al outreach to you in the next month. Thank you again for your time



and interest in this matter.



Since#y, /



, *d,t7Lf/* --
/t" E*iqo" Manzanilla, Division Director



Communities and Ecosystems Division












6) Video documentary about Uranium mining in the Grand
 Canyon http://youtu.be/I_FNXXs7fao


I look forward to hearing from your department within the next month & being of any
 assistance that I can.


Sincerely
Sherry L Stewart 





